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tendencies which indicated the possibility of the impending
revolution finding a new way in order to escape complete
defeat. That was as far back as the Lucknow Conference of
our party. The old ways of revolution appeared to be even
more impossible in India. Yet, no new way seemed to open
up before us immediately. On the contrary events moved
steadily towards counter-revolution. Fascism thrived with the
fraudulent cry of freedom, and with the aid and connivance of
the established State. Under the given relation of forces, very
little could be done to check the fatal process, even if we chose
to travel the old way of revolution. In such moments, the
patience and far-sightedness of revolutionaries are severely
taxed. Fascists and counter-revolutionaries were talking of
revolution. Should revolutionaries join the crazy chorus and
dig the grave of revolution ? The progressive forces in the
country Tieing not nearly strong enough, the impending catas-
trophe of Fascism capturing power might be avoided only by
the accident of British Democracy intervening. The Russian
Revolution was an accident; in India also, revolution might
take place by an accident. While not ruling out the possibility
of an accident, we reorientated our political practice to a long
perspective.
Whatever might happen or might not happen in our coun-
try, Europe is travelling the new way of revolution, the way
which we discovered in 1942. The most red-hot revolutionaries
no longer go to the barricades, but to the polling booths*.
Parliamentary electoral campaigns have replaced insurrection.
The demand for proletarian dictatorship has been quietly set
aside; Communist Parties now are participating in coalition:
governments with non-proletarian parties. They are travelling
the new way of revolution, even in countries occupied by the
Red Army. There, proletarian dictatorships could be estab-
lished any day. But they would most probably precipitate an
international clash, which might put an end to all revolution.
Therefore, revolutionary dogmas are discarded.
Years before wisdom dawned on others, who were too*
powerful to rely upon intelligence, we discovered the new way,
out of ordinary common sense. A little of rationalism made us-
non-conformists, and enabled us to break away from dogmas.